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Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine ς Funding for social 

farming  

We received some good news ǎƛƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΗ YŜǊǊȅ {ƻŎƛŀƭ CŀǊƳƛƴƎΩǎ ǘŜƴŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

renewal of our funding to the Department was successful. Funding has been reduced but our tender 

scored highly in a competitive process. 

 

UCC Certificate in Practice Support in Social 

Farming  

Enrolment is now open for 2021-2022 Course which begins in September. ²ŜΩll be hosting an 

information webinar about the course during August via Zoom.  Belinda Gascoigne (Skellig CRI/ UCC) 

who is Course Director will answer any questions you may have ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ 

have completed the course.   

LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ 

the information event, please contact Joseph McCrohan, South Kerry Development Partnership CLG 

at (066) 9472724 or e mail jmccrohan@skdp.net  

You can also get more details on UCC Adult and Continuing Education website 
https://www.ucc.ie/en/ace-cpssf/      

 

Social farming activity 

WeΩǾŜ had a busy few weeks with new host farms coming on board and some existing farms 

resuming.  Thanks to Rena, Evelyn, the service providers and support staff for their hard work in 

making this possible. At the time of writing, we have 22 host farms and 38 participants active in social 

farming across the county.  

New Service Providers 

Welcome to Resilience Care, HSE Mental Health and Rehabcare who have become partners in Kerry 

Social Farming.  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ We are also 

delighted to re-engage with participants from Enable Ireland an established service provider partner 

with KSF.  

Kerry Social Farming Newsletter 
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New Host Farms  

Noel Lynch, Kilcummin 

Welcome Noel (host famer) and Tara O 

Sullivan (participant) to social farming in 

recent weeks.  

Noel and Tara are setting in well to social 

farming; Tara is enjoying getting to know the 

farm, the cows and the new calves arriving at 

the moment. Tara especially loves the cat on 

the farm!  

Breeda O Sullivan (host farmer) is supporting 

Noel in his new role as host farmer on his 

farm, a positive impact from Breeda engaging 

in the Certificate in practice support in social 

farming course.  

 

 

Yvonne and Sigi Muller, Sneem 

Yvonne & Sigi have opened up Blueberry Hill farm to 

Kerry Social Farming and Emma Browne 

(participant).  

There is so much to see and learn from on the farm, 

Emma and her support worker Amanda McCarthy 

are kept busy! Emma adores the rabbits as well as 

helping to feed the calf and sheep.  

¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƭƻǘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ¸ǾƻƴƴŜ ŀƴŘ {ƛƎƛΩǎ 

farm and what they have to offer here: 

https://www.blueberryhillfarm.ie/  

Welcome Emma, Amanda, Yvonne and Sigi! 

 

 

https://www.blueberryhillfarm.ie/
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Jan and Karen Tetteroo, Glenflesk  

Jan & Karen have waited patiently throughout 

the Covid-19 restrictions to commence social 

farming.  

Mohammed Al Salah started social farming just a 

few weeks ago in the beautiful Annagh More. 

Mohammed is getting stuck into the farm work; 

helping out with the chickens, gathering wood 

and helping with the garden.  

Jan Karen and Mohammed are making a great 

team and enjoying getting to know each other.  

 

  

Seamus & Nora Howard, Currow 

Seamus, Nora & James Howard have welcomed Roger McCarthy (participant) and Noel Murphy (KPFA 

support worker) onto their farm in Currow. Roger is enjoying spending time with the dogs and 

helping Seamus with milking the cows; bringing the cows in from the field, watching all the workings 

of the milking parlour and helping to feed/entice the cows into their sections for milking.  
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Joe Walsh, Ardfert  

New host farmer Joe Walsh from Lerrig, Ardfert started in June 2021.  Joe is mainly a potato grower 

but also has suckler cattle and a small flock of sheep. Joe was one of the host farmers that completed 

this year's UCC course Certificate in practice support in social farming.  

WŀƳŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ WƻŜΩǎ Farm her over 4 weeks now and really looks forward to his weekly 

trips and he attends social farming with the aid of his support workers from Rehab care. 

James has really enjoyed his social farming and the many different activities varying from vegetable 

growing to feeding the calves and tending the sheep on the farm each week.  It's very much a social 

outing for James and there's always a cup of tea to be had when the work is done. 

      

Host farms resuming  

DŜǊ ϧ aŀǊȅ !ƴƴŜ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ 

¢ƘŜ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ LǾŜǊŀƎƘ are making the news worldwide these days and here at Kerry 

{ƻŎƛŀƭ CŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΗ ²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ DŜǊΣ aŀǊȅ !ƴƴŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƳΦ   !ǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ 

ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΣ 9ŀǊƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ōǳǎȅ ŀǘ ¢ƛƎƘ ŀƴ hƛƭŜŀƴ ƛƴ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛŀΦ IŜΩǎ ƴƻǿ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ 

action at Laharn on the beautiful Ring of Kerry.  Never ones to shy away from the media spotlight, 

Ger and Earl have been keeping social farming in the headlines with a feature on pages 10 and 11 in 

summer edition of the Skellig Coast Advertiser.  See link below: 

https://simplebooklet.com/skelligcoastadvertisersummer20211?fbclid=IwAR37CKF2ntVfi1h9Kpq7mq_OS8_OP

EKU1NFtdUSXZEOwU_Sfq--MLWjqGLk 

Thanks to Oonagh Walsh for a very comprehensive article on social farming.  

https://simplebooklet.com/skelligcoastadvertisersummer20211?fbclid=IwAR37CKF2ntVfi1h9Kpq7mq_OS8_OPEKU1NFtdUSXZEOwU_Sfq--MLWjqGLk
https://simplebooklet.com/skelligcoastadvertisersummer20211?fbclid=IwAR37CKF2ntVfi1h9Kpq7mq_OS8_OPEKU1NFtdUSXZEOwU_Sfq--MLWjqGLk
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Mary Walsh  

A familiar face returns to social farming following a short break. Welcome back to Mary at Little Black 

Hill Farm, Knockeendubh, Killarney.  Mary is now hosting a participant, Dylan, and no doubt they are 

busy with a plentiful harvest of fruit and vegetables during this hectic summer season.  

 

Breeda O Sullivan  

Breeda with her namesake Breda, have resumed social 

farming in Glencar. The dogs are being spoilt again by 

Breda when she arrives for her social farming each week.  

They have quickly settled back into their usual social 

farming routine and both enjoying the nice weather and 

countryside together. 

hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ 

plaȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΦpictured here enjoying at trip to the 

Strawberry Field pancake cottage together! 

 

Host Farmer meetings 

We had two successful host farmer meetings recently and thankfully both were in person events. 

WƻƘƴ h {ƘŜŀΩǎΣ Blackwater 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ hΩ{ƘŜŀ and his family for hosting farmers in Blackwater on July 14th.   New and 

established host farmers met up for the first time in many months.   

Sheila Kelleher (UCC Masters Student) 

spoke about her research project and 

met with 2 focus groups to record 

their views on KSF. John guided us 

around his sheep farm and we 

enjoyed some outdoor hospitality on 

ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ ŘŀȅΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ 

participant James from Studio 3 and 

Ƙƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ 5ŀƳƛŀƴ hΩbŜƛƭƭ 

who shared part of their social 

farming day with us.  
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Maura {ƘŜŜƘȅΩǎ, Tralee   

A big thank you to Maura and Tommy of Cottage Flowers Tralee  for hosting a most successful North 

Kerry KSF meeting/walk on Tuesday the 20th of July. We would also like to thank all our host farmers 

who took time out from their busy schedules and attended this host farmer meet- up. In attendance 

also was Sheila Kelliher ŦǊƻƳ ¦// ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ aŀǳǊŀΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ {ƛƻōƘŀƴ ŀƴŘ 

Vanessa with Cormac (SJOF).  

We all enjoyed tea, coffee and scones on arrival which gave everyone a chance for chatting and 

introductions.   Both Siobhan and Vanessa really enjoyed the morning.  

                        

A great morning out was had, the gardens were picturesque and all glistened in the beautiful sunny 

morning.  Maura and Tommy have created a haven for biodiversity and beauty on this idyllic, 

sheltered hillside site just overlooking Tralee.  You can see the great pride and the TLC throughout 

the multiple growing areas in this Cottage farm business.  


